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11, Designation of World Natural Heritage and challenges of

traditional small-scale forestry in Yambaru, Okinawa
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Yambaru area in Okinawa was designated as the UNESCO World Natural
Heritage in 2021. High level of biodiversity with many endemic species is its
major feature. While the forest has been intervened by human activities for
long time, environmentalists have spoken out against forestry activities in
recent years. Because many of Yambaru forests are secondary forests and
continue to be required proper human intervention, it is necessary to create
strong policy actions that will allow the continuation of forestry activities.
Promoting ecotourism should be encouraged, but guiding activities based on

sound scientific knowledge are essential for the future.
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