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[Summary]

In Okinawa many informations on the bites by
viperid snakes were piled up. We attempt to sum up
and analyze these records mainly on symptoms and
treatments of the bite cases. The materials of the
present paper are 1358 bite cases of Protobothrops
elegans and 455 bite cases of Ovophis okinavensis in
Okinawa Prefecture between 1977 and 2015. The 39
yr was divided to 3 periods (1977-1987, 1988-2000,
2001-2015), and major medical institutions and the

main body parts were selected as tabulation units.
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Three kinds of comparisons on the numbers of bite
cases were done, among the 3 periods, between the
other body parts and between the other medical
institutions. The followings are the results common
in the main and all body parts (see also Tables and
Figures with English explanations).

In P. elegans bite cases, among the 3 periods the
frequencies increased in sucking for the first-aid
treatments and pain and bleeding symptoms, and
those decreased in bondage treatments, antivenom
injections, long (7 days <=) periods with medical
treatments and hospitalization. The following
frequencies were high in feet and low in fingers, those
with bondage in 1988-2000, with more than one fang

marks and with hospitalization. The frequencies

with bite experiences were low in feet. Compared to
M46 (abbreviation of medical institution, similar in
the followings), M71 had cases of lower frequencies in
sucking treatments, bleeding symptoms and
antivenom injections, and those of higher frequencies
in hospitalization in 1977-1987.

In O. okinavensis bite cases, among the 3 periods
the frequencies increased in sucking and dissection
treatments, pain symptoms and time intervals of
more than 1 hr from the bite to antivenom injection,
while those decreased in antivenom injections.
Compared to the other institutions M15 had cases of
higher frequencies in bleeding symptoms and those of
lower frequencies in antivenom injections and sucking

and dissection treatments in 1988-2000.



