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Field Survey on Psychoactive Mushrooms in Okinawa
Koji TAMANAHA, Satsuki SAKUGAWA ', Takuro MARUYAMA 2’ and Yukihiro Goda ?’
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Abstract : Psychoactive mushrooms containing hallucinogenic indoles - psilocin and psilocybin have been designated as a source of
addictive narcotics as defined in Narcotics and Psychotropic Agents Control Law, and their production, distribution and consumption
have been placed under strict control since 6 June 2002. The field survey on the cow-sheds and grass lands, a common habitat of these
mushrooms were conducted since food poisoning occured due to consumption of these mushrooms and their illegal collection was
confirmed in Okinawa. DNA identification was pertormed. LC/MS Analysis of collected samples that they contained psilocybin and
psilocin. Based on the quantitative and numerical revealed studies, a hazard map reflecting the region highly susceptible to the abuse
of psychoactive mushrooms was prepared. The obtained data was utiliged for aducational and surveillance activities of the protectural

govermment.
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