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Food Poisoning and Consumer Complaint Cases Caused by
Chemicals and Natural Toxins in Okinawa —2006—

Naomasa OSHIRO and Koji TAMANAHA
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Abstract:

Food poisoning cases caused by natural toxins in Okinawa prefecture in the fiscal year 2006 are summarized as below.

Husband and wife showed symptoms including of stagger, slurred speech, and clouded consciousness, three hour after
consumption of spaghetti with meat sauce. The meat sauce contained a fruit of eggplant grafted on a devil's trumpet Datura
metel Scopolamine and atropine were detected from the leftover and sera of patients.

Ciguatera fish poisoning occurred in Minami-Daito Island. A female, 58 years old, suffered from vomiting, diarrhea,
reversal of thermoesthesia (dry-ice sensation), bradycardia and hypotension after ingestion of a red snapper Lutjanus bohar
fished from Kameike fishery harbor. Remain of the fish showed toxicity level at 0.1 MU/g.

For family members showed symptoms of numbness around the mouth, pain in a muscle and joints, and fatigue. They
consumed a yellow-edged lyretail (lyretail grouper, coral trout) Variola louti caught off Kerama Islands. The leftover

showed toxicity level at 0.05MU/g.
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