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Activities of Viperid Snakes (7rimeresurus) in Outdoor Enclosures 5
— Seasonal Activities of 7 flavoviridis, T. elegans and T. mucrosquamatus —

Masahiko NISHIMURA

Abstract: [ studied seasonal activities of Trimeresurus flavoviridis, T. elegans and T. mucrosquamatus in an outdoor enclosure

in Okinawa Island by time-laps video recording system. The snakes sloughed between March 28 and November 4. I

estimated the frequency of active nights (FA) and the mean active time (/12 hr) per active night (AT) in each month

and in each season. I calcurated FA and AT during the whole observation periods (except for egg-laying period) and

during the periods of normal activities, i.e. the periods uninfluenced by feeding, sloughing, egg laying and courtship

(in cases of males of T. mucrosquamatus). FA was low in winter and high in summer and in autumn in all snakes. In

summer during the periods of normal activities, the snakes were active during more than about 6 hr at most nights.
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Table 1. Snout-vent length (SVL) and the observation
period utilized in the present study for each snake.
/Ht: SVL / mean SVL of hatchlings. The mean
hatchling SVL of Trimeresurus flavoviridis, T. elegans and
T mucrosquamatus were 33.4 (based of the data®), 20.5

(Nishimura, unpublished) and 19.8” cm, respectively.

{4 TRERC DI G
Snakes Target periods
AL SR = G H.H)
Code SVL (yr.mo.day)
(cm) /e Bk #r
/Ht Start End
INT T. flavoviridis
%2 80 2.40 96.9.26 97.1.16
%3 132 3.95 97.2.27 97.11.10
%4 94 2.81 98.6.29 98.9.9
%5 91 2.72 98.10.21 98.11.28
%6 102 3.05 98.12.14 99.2.19
1 130 3.89 96.9.26 97.4.21
2 76 2.28 97.5.9 98.3.15
o6 110 3.29 99.9.11 00.12.4
YFRINT T elegans
%1 7 3.76 97.5.17 99.9.1
o1 79 3.85 97.7.2 99.9.1
2 76 3.71 99.9.14 00.12.4
ZATUINT T mucrosquamarus
%1 78 3.94 97.11.1 99.9.1
o1 73 3.69 97.11.1 98.8.16
2 103 5.20 98.10.29 99.9.1
'3 87 4.39 99.9.11 00.12.4
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Table 2. Seasonal frequencies of feeding mice in three Trimeresurus species. Periods before sloughing and at egg laying
were excluded. Pr: providing mice; Ms: total numbers of mice fed by the snake; Fr: number of feed / number of
provide; Au: autumn; Wi: winter; Sp: spring; Su: summer. In the totals %3 of 7. flavoviridis without any feeding was

excluded. Code is the snake code same in T able 1.

INT T. flavoviridis YFTNNT T elegans RAT 2INT T, mucrosquamatus
it i LGS HE itk ZFE fafd Ha itk ZFHE ki HA
Code Sea- Pr Feed Code Sea- Pr Feed Code Sea- Pr Feed

son IEIE-4 QU TEIE - G i R son [EIE~ QI G i R son qEgg Mk pr
No No Ms Fr No No Ms Fr No No Ms Fr
22 FXAu 4 3 4 075 ?1 BAu 12 12 22 100 %1 BAu 8 7 18 0.88
%2 Wi 3 0 0 0.00 ?1 Wi 12 7 10 058 ?1 AWio 11 4 7 0.36
%3 FXAu 5 0 0 0.00 ?1 HSp 13 10 18 0.77 ?1 #Sp 10 3 7 030
%3 A Wi 1 0 0 0.00 ?1 HSu 12 10 15 0383 ?1 HSu 10 4 7 040
%3 HSu 3 0 0 0.00
%4 FAu 1 1 2 1.00
%4 HSu 3 3 5 1.00
%5 FAu 3 1 3 033
%6 A Wi 5 1 2 0.20
it DF} Total of females
FAu 8 5 9 063
AWi 8 1 2 013
J'1 FAu 3 3 7 1.00 J'1 FAu 14 12 24 086 1 BAu 2 0 0 0.00
J'1 A Wi 7 1 2 0.14 1 Wi 12 0 0 000 1 Wi 6 0 0 0.00
A1 #HSp 1 0 0 000 g1 HSp 11 6 9 055 1 HSp 4 1 1 025
2 BAu 6 5 6 083 o1 HSu 15 10 12 067 J'1 HSu 5 1 1 020
2 A Wi 6 0 0 0.00 72 FAu 9 9 10 1.00 2 Au 2 1 1 050
2 #Sp 2 0 0 0.00 g2 Wi 6 2 2 033 2 AZWi 6 0 0 0.00
2 HSu 4 3 3 075 g2 &HSp 6 6 7 100 J'2 HSp 5 1 1 020
76 FkAu 1110 18 091 g2 HSu 7 6 10 086 2 HSu 6 4 8 067
J'6 A Wi 6 0 0 0.00 '3 BAu 8 6 6 0.75
J'6 &Sp 7 0 0 0.00 '3 AZWi 6 0 0 0.00
J'6 HSu 6 6 11 1.00 '3 &Sp 4 1 1 025
'3 HSu 7 4 6 057
HEDFL Total of males
BAu 20 18 31 0.90 BAu 23 21 34 091 BAu 12 7 7 0.58
A Wi 19 1 2 005 AWi 18 2 2 011 AWi 18 0 0 0.00
ASp 10 O 0 0.00 #HSp 17 12 16 0.71 HSp 13 3 3 023
HSu 10 9 14 0.90 HSu 22 16 22 0.73 HSu 18 9 15 0.50
$at Total
FXAu 28 23 40 0.82 BAu 35 33 56 094 fkAu 20 14 25 0.70
AWi 27 2 4 007 Wi 30 9 12 0.30 AWi 29 4 7 0.14
#Sp 10 O 0 0.00 &Sp 30 22 34 073 H#Sp 23 6 10 0.26
HSu 13 12 19 092 HSu 34 26 37 0.76 HSu 28 13 22 046
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Table 3. Date of the following morning of sloughing
in three Trimeresurus species. Code is the snake code
same in Table 1. Sloughing of o"1 of 7 flavoviridis on
April, 23, 1997 occurred after painting treatment and
was not included.

INT YFEINT BATUINT
1. flavoviridis T elegans 1. mucrosquamatus
itk BiH itk WieH flalfk 4=
(FE.H.HD (GNENED) GEH.BD
Code Slough date  Code Sloughdate  Code Slough date
(yr.mo.day) (yr.mo.day) (yr.mo.day)
$2  96.10.21 $1 97.6.25 $1 98.4.5
$3 97.4.23 1 9799 #1 98.6.22
$3 976.12 1 984.21 21 98.9.23
£3 9772 $1  98.6.20 $1 99.4.18
$3 97.7.23 $1 989.18 $1 99.5.18
$3 9793 $1 99521 #1 99.9.
%4 98.8.6 $1  99.8.24
$5 98.10.21
1 96.10.20 g1 97831 1 98.3.28
g1 974.12 1 9858 1 98.5.15
2 97.5.13 1 98.8.21 1 98.7.5
2 97.7.30 g1 99.5.14 1 98.10.15
g2 9794 g1 99.8.23 2 99.4.
2  97.10.22 2  99.10.14 g2  996.21
g6 99.114 g2 99.11.6 2  99.8.17
6 00.4.26 2  00.4.18 '3 999.17
6 00.6.23 g2 00.7.18 3  99.11.5
6 00.10.1 2 00.9.17 3  004.2
'3 005.11
'3  00.7.12
'3  009.18
Il 3k
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HEBVERBRSREAGR &R G H (28) , Ml ,
pp.103-117.
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ARV AR BREEIFZE AR . 39: 105-113.
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*) KBV TDH (P<0.05) .

Table 4. Seasonal frequencies of sloughing in three
Trimeresurus species. Code is the snake code same in T
able 1. In T. flavoviridis % 3 with ticks at death and &2
of immature size were excluded. Sloughing frequency
was low in winter significantly (P < 0.05) only in the
total of males of T. mucrosquamatus (*). Mo: total
lengths of the observed period (mo); NSI: numbers of
sloghing. See Table 2 for other abbriviations.

2= INT YEINT RATUINT
Sea- 1. flavoviridis 1. elegans 1. mucrosquamatus
son ik BI%E Wik Mk @5 Wi R B iR
Code H%t % Code H%Et [EIEL Code HEY [HI%K
Mo NSI Mo NSI Mo  NSI
$1 ?1
FAu 6.0 2 3.3 2
Wi 6.0 O 6.0 0
AHSp 6.4 2 6.0 3
HSu 90 3 6.0 1
6 J1 o1
Au 56 2 6.0 0 1.0 1
A Wi 31 0 6.0 O 3.0 0
HSp 30 1 6.0 2 3.0 2
HSu 30 1 7.1 3 2.5 1
2 2
FAu 55 3 1.1 0
Wi 31 O 3.0 0
#Sp 30 1 3.0 1
HSu 30 1 3.0 2
'3
FkAu 56 3
Wi 3.1 0
&Sp 30 2
HSu 30 1
HEDF Total of males
FAu 11.5 3 7.7 4
A Wi 91 O 9.1 0*
&Sp 9.0 3 9.0 5
HSu 10.1 4 8.5 4

HRATUNT LY FIRNT OES. hHEREk
A HFEYER R REEAGR A i & (29) , PRI,
pp-89-102.

6) Nishimura, M. (2004) Maternal characteristics
affect clutch and hatchling dimensions in the habu,
Trimeresurus flavoviridis. Ann. Rep. Okinawa Pref. Inst.
Health Env., 38: 39-52.

7) VEREE (2001) MhEEEILERE X AT 2 NT Dfi
B NCBIT 2R & BhE. PRI A BRI,
35:51-58.

8) VWK EEZ - &R &E (2004) fE FONT LT A
RICBIT 2T AOEEN LHE KX TORER. ik
AWt aEt, 42 1 53-56.
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Table 5. Monthly activities of the three Trimeresurus species in outdoor enclosures. WP: whole observation periods
excluding egg laying period; NP: periods of normal activities [uninfluenced by feeding, sloughing, egg laying and
courtship (in cases of males of 7. mucrosquamatus|; N: Number of nights (omitted when N < 6); FA: number of active
nights / number of target nights in the period; AT: the mean active time (hr /12 hr) per active night. An underline

means a change of snake (see Table 1 for information of each snake).

£.H INT' T, flavoviridis YFNT T elegans RATUINT T mucrosquamarus
Yr.mo FeEEIH HHH TE B IR FeESIg  E RSB FeEEIH HH TEB IR
WP NP WP NP WP NP
N 7EB) BRSO N TSN BRSO N WD OBRER N GEB) ORRR O N GEE) R N yEE) R
FA AT FA AT FA AT FA AT FA AT FA AT
Iiff Females

96/10 29 031 0.43 14 029 033
96/11 28 0.46 0.14 17 059 0.17
96/12 31 0.58 0.15 28 0.54 0.16

97/1 16 0.56 0.31 16 0.56 0.31

97/3 21 0.19 0.16 16 025 0.16

97/4 15 0.07 0.37 13 0.08 0.37

97/5 31 0.16 0.03 24 0.17 0.04 15 0.60 021 13 062 0.22

97/6 28 0.43 0.40 11 082 0.43 29 048 0.12 12 092 0.12

97/7 31 0.71 0.73 19 0.89 0.80

97/8 26 0.62 0.81 22 0.64 087 23 096 0.10 15 1.00 0.12

97/9 30 0.83 0.54 27 085 053 30 040 0.09 13 062 0.09

97/10 31 0.68 0.90 31 0.68 0.90 26 046 0.10

97/11 10 0.70 0.38 10 0.70 0.38 30 033 0.15 28 0.46 0.59 14 071 073
97/12 28 043 0.13 18 056 0.11 29 059 0.65 23 065 073
98/1 31 032 021 29 031 0.15 30 0.67 0.54 21 057 050
98/2 27 022 028 17 024 038 28 057 0.0 28 057 0.50
98/3 31 052 023 21 052 021 30 0.13 0.07 15 020 007
98/4 30 037 0.16 7 086 0.15 26 062 0.39 14 093 045
98/5 31 1.00 028 20 1.00 0.27 19 0.84 0.68 19 084 0.68
98/6 20 035 0.20 7 086 022 26 0.73 0.69 11 100 072
98/7 31 0.97 0.59 18 1.00 0.74 18 1.00 037 15 1.00 040 26 100 0.51 26 100 051
98/8 31 0.84 0.75 20 100 0.74 31 1.00 025 23 1.00 0.21 26 100 0.57 26 1.00 0.57
98/9 9 0.78 0.45 30 053 006 10 080 0.07 27 0.63 034 25 064 035
98/10 11 0.73 0.36 29 090 0.12 15 093 006 25 088 0.52 16 094 052
98/11 28 0.64 0.38 25 060 0.38 30 043 0.18 14 036 0.11 28 068 0.44 16 094 048
98/12 18 0.67 0.16 31 055 0.13 9 089 0.10 28 043 0.39 11 082 042
99/1 31 0.55 0.31 30 0.53 031 31 035 0.15 16 050 0.15 30 037 040 24 033 043
99/2 19 0.32 0.29 19 032 029 28 036 0.18 11 045 0.19 27 033 0.1 27 033 051
99/3 31 074 0.16 15 093 019 26 058 032 24 058 033
99/4 30 097 0.16 30 097 0.16 25 028 045

99/5 31 055 013 12 1.00 0.15 19 0.68 0.52 13 092 051
99/6 30 1.00 0.20 22 1.00 0.21 17 088 0.27 11 091 030
99/7 31 100 0.16 31 100 0.16 31 100 044 31 100 044
99/8 28 057 013 11 1.00 009 31 065 0.28 22 059 026
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£5. (H)

. H INT' T flavoviridis YFRNT T elegans ZATUINT T mucrosquamatus
Yr.mo Tz b ST EEU R @ TRE R T TG B
WP NP WP NP WP NP
T/ 1 N &S R ON JE@) KRR N JRE) KRR N JRE) IR N EE) R
FA AT FA AT FA AT FA AT FA AT FA AT
1t Males

96/10 29 0.52 0.28 12 0.75 0.36
96/11 28 0.64 0.47 17 0.71 0.49
96/12 31 0.52 0.45 16 0.50 048

97/1 31 0.45 0.37 31 045 0.37

97/2 27 0.67 0.38 27 067 0.38

97/3 21 0.33 0.22 21 033 022

97/4 13 0.08 0.12

97/5 22 091 0.26 19 095 0.28

97/6 28 0.71 0.35 24 0.75 0.34

97/7 31 0.77 0.53 16 1.00 0.57 24 067 023 19 063 0.26
97/8 26 0.69 0.45 12 092 0.58 27 063 038 14 086 0.31
97/9 30 0.73 0.30 14 1.00 0.34 30 040 037 16 0.38 0.40

97/10 31 039 0.22 8 0.75 0.23 26 027 001 11 0.09 0.13
97/11 30 0.57 0.44 19 0.68 047 30 023 0.15 20 0.15 0.21 28 032 0.13 28 032 0.13
97/12 31 0.71 0.52 26 0.77 0.53 28 036 0.17 22 041 017 29 045 044

98/1 29 0.69 0.45 29 0.69 045 31 035 021 31 035 021 30 0.47 0.40

98/2 25 0.72 0.72 25 072 0.72 26 031 059 26 031 059 28 057 068

98/3 15 0.53 0.73 15 0.53 0.73 31 045 025 31 045 025 30 0.13 0.75

98/4 30 043 0.15 12 058 024 26 081 0.71

98/5 31 068 026 15 087 0.28 19 089 0.83

98/6 30 060 037 26 054 043 26 1.00 0093 19 100 1.01
98/7 31 097 060 27 096 063 26 085 0.73 19 100 0.76
98/8 31 048 032 16 056 0.32 13 1.00 0.86 13 100 0.86
98/9 30 050 0.15 19 047 0.20

98/10 29 066 020 16 063 0.18

98/11 30 047 0.14 24 042 0.13 28 061 025

98/12 31 035 020 31 035 020 28 025 0.26

99/1 31 0.16 028 31 0.16 028 30 040 0.24

99/2 28 032 020 28 032 020 27 030 045

99/3 31 055 019 29 055 019 26 058 0.52 12 042 032
99/4 30 033 026 16 044 029 25 0.00 — 22 0.00 —
99/5 31 023 023 10 040 0.12 19 074 0.67 13 085 0.76
99/6 30 087 020 21 100 023 29 0.76 0.67 11 100 088
99/7 31 097 033 24 100 031 31 1.00 0.96 31 100 0.96
99/8 28 050 024 14 086 0.19 31 071 068 15 100 0.76
99/9 17 1.00 0.74 10 1.00 0.80 12 083 0.57 17 0.65 0.57 11 091 058

99/10 31 0.74 0.46 17 088 0.47 31 055 022 12 067 039 31 055 051 16 088 0.50
99/11 27 0.78 0.63 10 090 0.73 30 050 023 13 069 027 30 053 0.23 20 065 025
99/12 31 061 0.74 31 061 0.74 31 035 032 31 035 032 31 032 0.57 31 032 057

00/1 31 0.65 0.53 31 0.65 0.53 31 042 0.12 21 052 0.14 31 039 031 31 039 031
00/2 29 0.45 0.41 29 045 041 29 021 007 20 0.15 0.01 29 003 045 29 003 045
00/3 31 0.58 0.43 31 058 043 31 052 0.11 14 050 020 31 0.16 0.20 31 0.16 020
00/4 30 0.30 0.48 16 0.44 048 30 0.37 0.20 6 083 039 30 023 0.34 19 032 036
00/5 31 0.65 0.58 31 0.65 0.58 31 077 026 18 094 031 31 048 045 15 073 049
00/6 30 0.63 0.42 13 1.00 0.50 30 097 061 24 100 067 30 093 063 21 1.00 065
00/7 29 0.76 0.48 20 0.85 0.46 31 074 059 19 100 065 31 0.77 0.59 20 100 0.64
00/8 27 1.00 0.45 17 1.00 0.44 29 086 041 20 095 049 27 100 0.57 24 100 0.8
00/9 27 0.70 0.56 9 100 0.82 28 061 031 11 091 034 27 041 036 11 064 039

00/10 31 0.94 0.75 19 1.00 0.79 31 090 048 22 095 051 31 081 043 20 095 048
00/11 29 0.86 0.66 16 094 0.73 30 057 033 12 083 041 30 0.73 0.35 26 069 038
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Table 6. Seasonal activities of the three Trimeresurus species in outdoor enclosures. See Table 1 for snake code and
Table 2 and Table 5 for the abbreviations.

S INT T flavoviridis YF=NT T elegans RATUINT T, mucrosquamarus
KeisR TG HR NSl el T ISR Kot guR S G TR
WP NP WP NP WP NP
) IRE ) IRER TEE) R 15 H) IRERA ) IRERd ) IRERd
FA AT FA AT FA AT FA AT FA AT FA AT
£3 £1 %1
FkAu 0.75 0.66 0.75 0.66 0.51 0.12 0.67 0.08 0.66 0.47 0.79 0.50
Wi 038 0.17 0.44 0.16 0.49 0.51 0.52 0.53
#Sp 0.15 0.12 0.17 0.13 0.68 0.19 0.85 0.20 0.49 0.45 0.69 0.48
HSu 0.59 0.68 0.77 0.74 0.80 0.19 0.99 0.19 0.87 0.47 0.92 0.48
DD FF Totals in the other fenales
FAu 0.52 0.34 0.52 0.30
X Wi 0.54 0.23 0.49 0.26
HSu 0.90 0.66 1.00 0.74
g1 g1 g1
FkAu 0.58 0.38 0.72 0.44 0.42 0.19 0.37 0.21 0.32 0.13 0.32 0.13
Wi 0.54 0.40 0.54 0.40 0.31 0.26 0.31 0.26 0.49 0.52
HSp 0.24 0.21 0.33 0.22 0.45 0.23 0.54 0.24 0.56 0.76
HSu 0.72 0.35 0.81 0.36 0.94 0.85 1.00 0.88
g2 g2
FAu 0.56 0.33 0.80 0.37 0.61 0.25
Wi 0.71 0.56 0.73 0.56 0.32 0.31
#Sp 0.76 0.40 0.76 0.42 0.41 0.59 0.34 0.62
HSu 0.73 0.45 0.87 0.48 0.82 0.79 1.00 0.89
6 g2 '3
FkAu 0.83 0.64 0.95 0.71 0.64 0.36 0.82 0.42 0.61 0.40 0.78 0.43
ZWi 0.57 0.57 0.57 0.57 0.33 0.19 0.35 0.21 0.25 0.43 0.25 0.43
#Sp 0.51 0.50 0.58 0.50 0.55 0.20 0.76 0.30 0.29 0.37 0.34 0.39
HSu 0.79 0.45 0.94 0.46 0.86 0.54 0.98 0.61 0.90 0.60 1.00 0.62
NTD HETNT BAINT
I. flavoviridis 1. elegans I. mucrosquamatus
1.0 1.0 ¢
21 21 o
0.8 - 0.8 |
m— % 37 TP S
FA in WP 0.6 - 0.6 |
I:Iiéﬁiﬁﬁilﬁﬁfaﬁﬂpd)i%?i]ﬁ s s —
-A-- JE%IEEJ%FEWJGDIFYLE’?M
B /12 AT in 0.2 ~ 0.2}
—o— RERREIRE D F ¥ EENEF 0.0 . . . 0.0 - L .
f/12 AT in NP FhAu AW &ESp ESu FhAu AW &HSp ESu
1.0
0.8
0.6 |
0.4
0.2
0.0 ,

Boau  &W &S, Esu B AW &S HEsu  Bau &wi  &HSp  Hsu

2. BADOEVRICEIFZN\TREIEOFE L DEE). RIFRIE S EMABEHOH 5 BEFEDOER%Z
HMRL, ZOMOEFEZSATEIZRGICRT. BFESIEER1Z, BEFEIIRS 28R,

Fig. 2. Seasonal activities of the three Trimeresurus species in outdoor enclosures. The data of females
with long observation and those of solitary enclosed males are shown (see Table 6 for the values of all
snakes). See Table 1 for snake code and Table 2 and Table 5 for the abbreviations.
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