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Estimations of the Future Amounts of the Bite Cases and the
Costs for Countermeasures, Caused by Trimeresurus mucrosquamatus
(Viperidae) Established in Northern Okinawa Island

Masahiko NISHIMURA

Abstract : The viperid snake, Trimeresurus mucrosquamatus, was established in Northern Okinawa Island and may cause
112.8 bites per year when the snake disperses 50 km far up to Urasoe and Nishihara. After the dispersal the costs to lower
the snake density by snake traps in the residential and farming areas were estimated to be 430 million yen for the traps
and 130 million yen for the yearly management. Apart from these, the indirect sufferings will increase and the

countermeasures other than trapping snakes may become necessary. These sufferings and costs for countermeasures may

be restricted to be much smaller amounts if we succeed to stop the snake dispersal at Rout 58 in Nago.
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