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Food Poisoning and Consumer Complaint Cases Caused by
Chemicals and Natural Toxins in Okinawa -2004-
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Abstract : Food poisoning and consumer complaint cases caused by chemical and natural toxins in Okinawa prefecture in
the fiscal 2004 were summarized as below.

Two cases of mushroom poisoning occurred. The specimens that the patients brought to hospital were identified as
poisonous mushroom Chlorophyllun molybdites. The water extract of the fungi showed mouse lethality at a amount equal
to 80 mg of mushroom by i.p. injection to ddY male mice (17-20g).

Five of nine people who ate 'sashimi' of tuna showed allergic symptom identical to histamine poisoning. The histamine
content of the leftover was 505mg/100g.

A ciguatera fish poisoning was reported. A male suffered from characteristic symptoms of ciguatera, after ingestion of
fish soup at a Japanese style pub. The fish material stored at the pub was separated and identified as groupers including
two individuals (big and small) of Variola louti and an Epinephelus microdon. Although, both the big and the small V.
louti specimens showed significant lethality levels at 0.2 and 0.1 MU/g, respectively, the E. microdon specimen did not.
Another two persons who ate the same menu showed similar symptoms.

A consumer complaint on the histamine poisoning also occurred. A female was diagnosed as food poisoning with

symptoms and signs after ingestion of dressed tuna with miso sauce. The leftover contained 365 mg/100g of histamine.
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