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Food Poisoning and Consumer Complaint Cases Caused by
Chemicals and Natural Toxins in Okinawa -2003-

Naomasa OSHIRO, Natsuko TERUYA, Kazuo YOGI and Koji TAMANAHA

Abstract : Food poisoning and consumer complaint cases caused by chemical and natural toxins in Okinawa prefecture in the
fiscal 2003 were summarized as below.

A consumer complaint on the snack food contaminated by xylene was reported. The contamination of xylene with food
occurred as the container of xylene was broken and xylene spread over the food while they were transported side by side in
the same truck.

A sixty-three years old male suffered from vomiting, abdominal pain, diarrhea, hypotension, etc. after ingestion of green
turtle soup. While mouse lethality assay had been carried out for the methanol extract of the leftover, any activity was not
recognized.

Three cases of ciguatera broke out. Of which two cases were caused by Lutjanus monostigma and one case was by Variola
louti. As the result of mouse lethality test, the significant amount of ciguatoxins were detected from the leftovers and fish flesh
in all the cases.

The histamine like effect, eczema on hands, was appeared 13 hours after ingestion of dried mirin-seasoned sardines. The
concentration of histamine in the left over was normal level as 0.013mg/100g.

The ingestion of raw flesh of dolphin fish causes nausea, vomiting, fatigue, and diarrhea. The extract of the flesh showed

lethal activity to mice.

Key words : O 00O food poisoning, O O OO consumer complaint food, OO O natural toxin, 00 OO OO snack food,
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