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Investigation of Legionella in Whirlpool Bathes in
Okinawa Prefecture in 2003

Kiyomasa ITOKAZU, Katsuya TAIRA, Masaji NAKAMURA,
Jun KUDAKA and Ryuji ASATO

Abstract : Occurrence of Legionella species was investigated in whirlpool bathes in75 public bathes in Okinawa, Japan Legionella
species were isolated from 15 out of 75 water samples (20%), ranging from 10't010* CFU/100ml L.pneumophila was detected in
all 15water samples from 15 sites, with different serogrups (SG), SG1 (46%), SG9 (40%), SG3 (20%), SG5 (20%) and SG6 (20%)
predominantly isolated from the samples. Also,

Among 15 sites that Lagionella species were detected 2 sites had the residual chlorine concentration of below 0.1mg/L.
Legionella species were detected even from 7 sites where are keeping the residual chlorine concentration of 0.4mg/L over.

It is poor with only the residual chlorine control, to the control of Genus Legionella. For the cleaning and disinfection

of the bathtub and plumbing and percolation cistem are necessary.
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