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Genotype of Norovirus that detected during
the 2003/2004 seasons in Okinawa Prefecture.

Kiyomasa ITOKAZU, Masaji NAKAMURA,
Katsuya TAIRA, Jun KUDAKA and Ryuji ASATO

Abstract : From October 2003 to May 2004, Total 21 cases of Norovirus were detected by RT-PCR method from food
poisoning and person to person infections in Okinawa prefecture. We analyzed the 20 cases (21 strain) of genogroup Il (GllI)
by direct sequence method. As a result, Norovirus was classified into 6 genotypes of categories as follows; Gll/type 4 (57%),
Gll/type 3 (14%), Gll/type 2 (9.5%), Gll/type 6 (9.5%), Gll/type 5(4.8%) and Gll/type 8 (4.8%). All 6 genotypes were detected
from 12 cases of food poisoning and the most prevalent type were Gll/type 4. All 5 nosocomial cases in old-mans hospitals
and welfare facilities were Gll/typed4. Most of food poisoning cases, the source of infection were seems to be brought by food
operating persons who contaminated in foods. Besides two strains (the 17th Okinawa and the 18th Okinawa) of food

poisoning was seems to be brought from other prefectures.
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