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Convenient Measuring Method of Content of Suspended Particlesin Sea Sediment
Tatsuo OMIJA

Abstract Since its administrative restoration to Japan in 1972, Okinawa has discharged a large amount of its soil into the
surrounding ocean. As aresult of this Okinawa's beautiful and arguably necessary cora reefs are being irrevocably damaged. Thisis
having dire effects on the nearby ecosystem. In 1985 a method of monitoring the soil run-off was developed and named SPSS
(content of Suspended Particles in Sea Sediment) Convenient Measuring Method. It is now the accepted method of soil
sedimentation monitoring in the Okinawa Prefecture. This method has several key advantages and these are fast measuring times,
mobile and simple operation and no special equipment is required. Several organizations regularly implement SPSS; namely
educational establishments, the fishery commission, environmental groups and other administrative bodies.
The SPSS method is as follows:

* Sieve the sample to remove any shells, pebbles and other unwanted debris.

* Place between 5-100ml of the sample into a bottle and add clean water so there is 500ml of solution.

* Shake and stand for one minute.

* Measure the transparency of the solution and perform the appropriate cal culation.
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