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Dispersal Range of an Alien Viperid Snakameresurus elegans
Established in Southern Okinawa Island after the Escape in
197600 Results of Preliminary Studies in 2002

Masahiko NISHIMURA and Hiroyuki AKAMINE

Abstract: The range of dispersal was estimated preliminarilyTfimeresurus elegarnsaving established in southern
Okinawa Island after the escape in 1976, through the information of observation mainly by habu hunters and Ic
inhabitants. The range of observation covered whole area of southern Itoman City and the diameters of the estir

dispersal range were 7 km for the maximum one and 4 km for more probable one.
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Fig. 1. Points of observation (closed) and no-observation (open) of Trimeresurus elegans by farmers
(squares) and by two habu hunters (circles and triangles) in southern Okinawa Island in 2002. Star: escape
point of T. elegans in 1976.
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