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Background of a Spider Bite Incidencein Chinen Village, Okinawa .

Yoshiko HIGA, Takao KISHIMOTO , Yasutetsu ARAKI
and Yasuhiro TOMIHARA *

Abstract. A background investigation of a spider bite incidence, which took place on June 7, 1993 in a
cattle manure production facility located in Gushiken, Chinen Village, revealed that an assulting species was
Neoscona scylla (Karsch,1879). The case exhibited general symptoms such as a severe itch, nausea,
vomitting and a dim consciousness. The case also had a past history of spider bite in the neck presumably by
Thelacantha mammosa (C. Koch) one year before the incidence and was suspected of idyosyncracy. Around
the site of the bite incidence, a number of spiders were observed, particularly Neoscona scylla and Thelacantha
Mammosa.

6 species of Araneidae and 1 species of Salticidae were collected around the site. In testing the toxicity of
Neoscona scylla , hemolytic action against red blodd cell of horse was recognized.
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4. XY avay S Nephila maculata (Fabricius) .
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