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The Outbreak of the Millipede, Trigoniulus lumbricinus (Gerstaecker, 1873)
and Control in Okinawa Islands.

Yoshiko HIGA, Takao KISHIMOTO and Keizaburo SHINOHARA

Abstract. In May 1990, an outbreak of large millipedes occured in a sugar-cane field and or-
namental plant field at Ishikawa-shi. In July, the same millipedes swarmed out onto ground
at a domestic duck farm in Kadena-cho. Two places are located central part of Okinawa.
Largest millipede, Trigoniulus lumbricinus (Gerstaecker) belongs to Family Pachybolidae.
It is reddish brown, slender and cylindrical. The large indivials among adults reach 45~55
mu long. It is probably of East India origin and first recored here in 1906. This is a new ad-
dition to the milliped fauna of Japan. Population densities during the outbreak were esti-

mated at 100,000 millipedes.
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