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2-4 U.S. Military

Despite the presence of large U.S. military bases in Okinawa Prefecture, the current
U.S.-Japan Status of the Forces Agreement provides for no mechanism to reflect the
environmental concerns of local citizens or the Prefectural Government. The installations
are not open to access by local citizens, are not subject to Japanese environmental laws,
nor are they obligated to restore the land to their original state upon return to the original
owners.

Under such conditions, both citizens and the natural environments in the vicinity of the
bases suffer from the negative influence of aircraft noise, destruction of nature caused by
military exercises, and pollutant runoff.

The U.S. military has a vital role to play in the promotion of environmental
conservation and creation in Okinawa Prefecture. Active participation and cooperation by
the U.S. military is essential in resolving the numerous problems arising from the base
presence. As such, the U.S. military is asked to cooperate in the following areas:
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Provide proper treatment for all effluents from U.S. military bases to help
prevent contamination of rivers and ocean.

Take measures for proper facility maintenance to prevent oil spills inside
U.S. military bases, and to avoid water pollution in rivers and the ocean.
Give due consideration to important wildlife habitats and breeding grounds
in relocating replacement military facilities to areas rich in natural
surroundings.

Give due consideration for the area’s ecosystems and landscape in planning
the relocation of replacement military facilities involving land reclamation
and alteration of terrain in seaside areas.

Prevent red soil erosion during exercises and other military activities to
avoid pollution of river and coastal waters.

Handle waste properly in accordance with its composition and properties.
Cooperate in dealing with environmental problems arising from military
bases to provide smooth base access for surveys and information on
incidents and accidents.

Operate U.S. military aircraft in accordance with the domestic laws of
Japan, in the same manner as civil and commercial airplanes, to minimize
noise and risk of accidents.

Implement disaster prevention measures in accordance with the Law on
Special Nuclear Disaster Countermeasures of Japan to alleviate the
concerns of the public near harbors where nuclear vessels make port calls.
Notify the agencies concerned as required under the Cultural Assets
Protection Law of Japan when the U.S. military finds ancient ruins or tombs
during facility construction.

Prevent soil contamination on U.S. military bases in accordance with
Japanese laws on environmental quality standards for soil contamination.
Conduct environmental impact assessments and daily environmental
monitoring for U.S. military project, if the project is one that would
normally be subject to environmental impact assessments under Japanese
law.

Discuss environmental conservation measures based on the results of
environmental surveys by the U.S. and Japanese governments. In the event
of accidents involving environmental contamination, the U.S. military shall
investigate, decontaminate, and take timely, appropriate restoration
measures as the party responsible for causing the pollution.
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